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August 30,2010

Mr. Helder Gil

Legislative Affairs Specialist

Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
1100 Fourth Street, SW, Room 5164
Washington, DC 20024

Re: Comments to Notice of Proposed Rule Making Concerning Vending
Dear Mr. Gil,

We, the members of the Adams Morgan Partnership BID, who have signed
the attached petition have reviewed the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
concerning the changes to the vending regulations and have concerns that
these regulations have not adequately contemplated the effect of vending
locations on Adams Morgan ‘brick and mortar’ businesses.

Vending as a business opportunity can be a ‘laboratory’ for new goods or
services which are not currently offered at a “brick and mortar” location, or
an opportunity for a new business person to get into business with minimal
capital outlay. The AMPBID, made up of many small, independently owned
businesses, supports food trucks in their endeavor to spread good food
throughout DC. We do, however, request guidelines that support the spread
of their business in areas that are currently underserved by existing food
establishments that have made heavy investments in the community.

However, brick and mortar businesses invest hundreds of thousands, if not
millions, of dollars in developing their permanent storefront locations and pay
millions in sales taxes, BID taxes, rent, fees and other taxes associated with
operating a permanent location in addition to providing jobs for DC residents
and the taxes generated by each of those residents. They have paid a premium
for a location on the street and access to customers in that area. The vending
trucks have not. Additionally, given their permanent locations, it is likely that
the Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR) will have little difficulty making sure
all taxes are paid.

Accordingly, for all of these reasons, the balance of the interest of vendors
and permanent business locations operators must assure that vendors do not
unfairly compete or unreasonably interfere with the operations of permanent
businesses. Here are specific considerations we would like included:

Sidewalk Cafes

Adams Morgan’s sidewalk cafes, located on public space adjacent to
restaurant, not only generate additional sales tax revenue and provide more




jobs, but also provide more ‘eyes and ears’ on the street thereby making it friendlier and safer for
everyone. To place a vendor directly in front of or on the sidewalk next to a restaurant is extremely
detrimental to the visibility and viability of these businesses. Not to mention the ability for police to
closely monitor the activity on the sidewalks. No vendor should be allowed to set up within 12 feet of a
licensed sidewalk café and especially if activity can not be monitored by MPD.

Sidewalks/Customers waiting in line

Adams Morgan is a neighborhood with narrow sidewalks. Customers waiting in line for food from a
vending truck will COMPLETELY block the sidewalk and access to the businesses, as well as create a
public safety hazard to pedestrians in general. (It is the very reason that street musicians are not allowed
in Adams Morgan: they create blockages on sidewalks.) No vendor should be allowed to set upin a
location where the sidewalk is less than 12 feet wide.

Mobile Food Trucks Should be Mobile

Food trucks are mobile, and utilize social media to encourage customers to find them and who are waiting
when they arrive. They should be required to stay mobile, and never be allowed to stay in one
location for more than 30 minutes. They should also not be allowed to move to a second location on
the same block or connecting blocks. They must move to a new location completely. This way, they
do not destroy the ENTIRE lunch-business or dinner-business of anyone who does have a property-tax-
paying-business.

Locations

Vendors should never be allowed to park within 100 feet of an existing food establishment of any
kind. They should be allowed park in front of libraries, executive buildings, retail locations, on the mall,
at metro stations in the outlying areas, etc... but not directly in front of food establishments.

Vendors should not be allowed to set up in areas that have been designated by the city as "entertainment
districts". These are the neighborhoods that are focused almost exclusively on food and entertainment
(Adams Morgan, U Street, China Town, H Street, NE as examples).

Vendors should not be allowed in a BID area, without careful review of locations with BID
personnel. In a BID area, merchants have joined together with the city to participate in an augmented
program of responsibility in the community. Vendors would be using our services, and not contributing
financially to the costs. They would be generating trash, causing our safety ambassadors to control their
lines on our sidewalks, etc...This is directly contrary to the concept of the BID which the city has
partnered with us to create.

Sincerely,

Vit $Beudin>

Kristen Barden
Executive Director

cc: Councilmember Jim Graham, Ward |
Councilmember Jack Evans, Ward 2
Neil Albert, City Administrator

Valerie Santos, Deputy Mayor, DMPED
Gabe Klein, Director, DDOT
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Petition regarding vending regulations

We the below signed businesses and commercial property owners in Adams Morgan
agree with the attached letter that will be sent to DCRA on 8-31-10.

ﬂﬂﬂ L .uwi\,

A X

NAME BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS
1 m&o.i \“.\,m\h\/\f\\ /\%5&?0\ MUOw.«V ﬁn.v.ﬁm\ NON.NWC:WQ 720 Mﬂucv—?%\.\.mv SO:T!OL. o
2| Sham Teen kev SLAVTSE  Pagd, 202 34y -7/ S_tze yZov &) qpu, 4o
YobalelloT Saness  [Reaa Buli'y Do {FW»F Y
s  Coatta A ¥ Queon’'s Cd R TR alelnaolybE £ @) yabied
5 o SoueepdeS | o Dy d w7 o Q68 TRMSTIvE & Ao o
6 valre Gl onpy s TPyl 20t 20 6L M T . @ Ao e
7| vianne Beinnit Fnotada i Fafafelshap 262 -4 (¥ (489 aurianng @ falafelshop. con
8 &mod; mmzmM ] AMSTERDAM FALAECLSHOP. 7 HS™ wmﬁm& Wmol__. @ mﬁ»ﬂ«nﬁ«ow
9 1nese o hwnev’ sp2 — Y¥h - FEge inese () Yallne  c oo—
o LRAL Pl 3 v 202-229-00% | T
n 30S8¢  WgmoeS ~ ﬂ iBA _mMarl. 2oz 23Y- §F00
e~ Y Novthéea and sud pay 2023327453 ARNie o6 Yoo g (R Jorltes o
3L MDA TR (e :.L&WQ Ny ¥ N 2oz 322 . (Ol &\\R.
:I\.MWN.R Bo wu S fra ey r< | 202 - (19-—p1f0 JNE%%QO@ <§.ﬁ?
15 r:m\\\\:\(& Lald B?x ity Cofe 202 -232-1322
18] Tgone Loikvon Peezr ltuF J09- U8 [/ KEMTRER 144000
17| £l evesSto Glegr CHupgeir Madad) . 202 AZ3 Hu4 | €91 20m7 @ Patial V. Cwn

8oz

Cors. pro Q.I.Q\,\ FCTS g1~

202. 97 Z25sS




page

2

Petition regarding vending regulations

We the below signed businesses and commercial property owners in Adams Morgan
agree with the attached letter that will be sent to DCRA on 8-31-10.
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Petition regarding vending regulations

We the below signed businesses and commercial property owners in Adams Morgan
agree with the attached letter that will be sent to DCRA on 8-31-10.
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Petition regarding vending regulations S ——
We the below signed businesses and commercial property owners in Adams Morgan 3 ) &v\/..humlV A/
agree with the attached letter that will be sent to DCRA on 8-31-10.
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